315

, THE CHRONICLE

Aston Abbotts Parish Magazine - November 2011




Editorial

All three owls
successfully tledged at the
beginning of October.
Managed to get some
photos when one of the
owls was taken out of the
nest box. They have
needle sharp claws; my
left hand now displays the
punch marks when my
handling technique was
severely tested.

With Peter & Alex and
Gordon we drove in
convoy to Bernwode’s Nursery in Ludgershall to collect the
first batch of trees for the village orchard. Some of the trees
were much larger than expected and it was an interesting
drive home with a small forest completely filling my car.
The tree Judy and [ have donated is a Wotton Costard and |
was shown an apple recently harvested from a mature tree.
It was enormous, quite the biggest apple ’ve ever seen.

The first batch of trees have been planted. Christine Scott,
ably assisted by Peter Knight, planted the first tree - a
‘Stewkley Red’ plum - see front cover.

Some of my garden apples have been turned into apple juice
- and the result is very drinkable. Augurs well for when our
village orchard starts to produce fruit.

It was a sad sight to see the majestic horse chestnut at the
end of Hunters Close being cut down. There was a lot of
debate about the health of the tree after builders managed to
sever some of its roots during the construction of a new wall
and the evidence of canker reported on by various tree
surgeons. Hopefully a new tree will fill the gap in the
fullness of time.

At long last the Trustees of the Village Hall have received a
Jease from the Church’s solicitors that incorporates the
amendments that have been discussed over many years.
Hopefully progress can be made soon to improve the
Church Room, especially the kitchen and toilet. I'll keep
you posted. John
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Friday 25th November
Please pass items to the
Editor John Hardcastle or to a
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to all Households in Aston
Abbotts, our local Doctors’
Surgeries and to Wing Police
House.
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Alison’s Gossip Col

umn

BIRTHDAYS

November
Eleanor Farrands 4th
Thomas Farrands 4th
John Brancker 7th
Caroline Hall 7th
Bridget Brandon gth
Amy James gth
Percy Humphries 19t
John Whyte 23rd
Olivia Gresswell 23rd
Karen Smith 30t

A belated but warm welcome to Gavin & Elvina
Winston who moved into Church Farmn Barn in June.
Gavin has the distinction of having played the St
James Church organ on two occasions.

FIREWORKS
on the Rec

6pm 4th November

AVDC’s Bulk Refuse Container
is scheduled to come on the
15t November
from 12 noon to 3:30pm
Usual spot on The Green

Letters to the Editor

Orchard thank you

I think that Peter Knight and Alex should be
thanked for all their hard work in organising the
Vie Scott Memorial Orchard project. I believe over
60 trees were donated and most were planted by
Peter and John Dixon over the weekend of 220 and
237 October. I know that several other people were
involved and deserve credit for their part in the
project but the main work was down to Peter and
Alex; so well done to them. Sally Palmer

I was very saddened to see the felling of the
beautiful chestnut tree near Hunters Way. One
questions whether the builder should ever have got
perteission to build around its roots when clearly
there wasn't room to do so without damaging some
of them. To the lay person however, this lovely
tree still looked perfectly healthy and, when the
trunk was transported out of the village, the
heartwood looked strong and not discased.

This majestic tree was such a landmark in the
village and had helped 1o sofien the impact of the
new build houses there. The felling of it has

also had an impact on the rooks and jackdaws as it
was a historical roost for them and had been used
by many generations of these birds - so a great loss
to the wildlife of Aston Abbotts too. Sally Clarke

CHRONICLE DISTRIBUTION

Huge thanks to Bob & Cora Carvey who
quickly volunteered to take on the
distribution of the Chronicle for Nash’s Farm
and the ‘inner’ Green. We welcome them
onto the ‘team’ and also thank the other five
people who also offered their services on
reading my note in last month’s issue.

It was very heartening to have had such a
good response, indicating that there’s a

our beloved ‘journal’ viable.
Thanks again to you all.

strong interest among our readership to keep
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Peter Shorrock, in his capacity as Chairman of the Parish
Council, has produced an account of all the decisions made
prior to this tree being felled.  see page 29

Vitlage Orchard gets started - 22nd October 2011
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Hs v Qualified Plasterer

v' Skimming
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v' Dry Lining
J P | v’ Patch Repairs
PLASTERWORK v’ Painting & Decorating

DECOR & TILING B
v’ Tiling - Walls and Floors

Jason Tomlinson v Project Management

6 Leaders Close ,
v’ House Renovation

Wingrave . |
Bucks HP22 4Q) v All materials supplied
01296 681353 v Extensive network of skilled tradesmar
07842108593 v Free Estimates

www_jptplasterwork.co.uk
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ﬁeautg(u/ Pine & Oak ./L/analc’zaftec{
/SJespoke Tuwrniture

Made From 100% Reclaimed Timber

Iiving Dining Bedroom Kitchens
From Doos to FHoor Boards

The Barns, Wingrave Road, Aston
Abbotts, Bucks,
P22 4 LU

Tel Tim : 01296 688 867
Mob 07740705211
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VIC SCOTT’S DIARIES November

There are not many entries for November in Vic's Diaries — here are the few I found. Ed
November 1948

Woodcock seen (14% at Wingrave, Bucks)

15% two Mute swans flew over in morning (alt. approx 200ft)

17t first Fieldfares of the winter arrive.

November 1952

Grey wagtail (male) seen 30™ Nov. in running water of roadside ditch.

November 1954

The weather: In general the month was mild and damp, though a short cold spell towards the end
of the month brought a little snow.

Bird Life: The first fieldfares of the season passed over at 10am on the 4™ in a flock of about
twenty, with the same number of Redwings.

November 1955

The weather: Rather more sunshine than usual for this month, but in general the weather has been
quite typical of November; with the usual (for the season) high winds and damp, south-westerly
type of weather. Extremely mild.

November 1960

oth Nov. Flock of curlew passed over in the early evening, after dark. Heard calling.

Countryside Matters

Last week at first light | was woken by a wonderful sight on the lawn, there was a convoy of 29
English partridge, very noisy, with their chatter and bossed about by an upright male bird, gleaming
in the early morning sun. [ am sure they mistook it for a bit of rough ground. Now these are Grey
Partridge and are synonymous with wild flowers, small fields, hedgerows and long harvests. The
birds have grey legs and are slightly smaller than their French red legged counterparts introduced in
1673. The English partridge are becoming a very rare sight partly due to their dependence on an
insect rich habitat for their young brood and the destruction of hedgerows and the widespread use of
pesticides. The chicks for the first few days of their lives cannot digest seeds and they only live on
insects, therefore headlands need to be wide with a grass and wildflower mix. This is very difficult
to maintain on an arable farm with few staff but the Ascott Estates are widening their field
headlands under an Environmental Stewardship Scheme. This is all fantastic news for the Grey
partridge and with the foresight of the head keeper the future is brighter for these birds. The only
problems remaining are they get chased off by their larger cousins, predation by foxes, crows,
magpies, jays and I am sorry to say also the kites and buzzards. The foxes being the worst offenders
together with the egg stealing magpies. Numbers of grey partridge dropped by 80% in the 40 ycars
after the second world war and in the early 90’s there were 145,000 pairs in Britain, now on going
monitoring suggests that this number may have halved but the better news is that there is a great
deal of support by farmers to conserve farmland wildlife and increase their numbers, together with
good land management and forward looking gamekeepers.

Therefore it is important for dog walkers to stop their dogs from entering game cover crops and
keep them under control in the spring when it is the nesting time for so many ground nesting birds.
Let us all hope we can see their numbers increase. James Henderson

Qur Sperting Life- Buckinghamshire

Do you have a sporting memory? If you have a story, object, photograph or film connected to sport in Aylesbury or
Stoke Mandeville that you would like considered for a major exhibition in 2012 come along and see how you can
take part or contact the Museum.

Church Street Aylesbury Buckinghamshire HP20 2QP

12/11/2011 2:00PM to 5:00PM

Free admission. For opening times call 01296 331441 or visit www.bucksce.gov.ul/museum
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ARE YOUR FLOOR COVERINGS LOOKING OLD AND TIRED?

Then revitalise your home with a new floor!
All makes of flooring supplied and fitted to the highest
of standards
Have you thought of a wood laminate or maybe an
Amtico/Karndean design floor?
All types of cushion vinyl and hard flooring
FREE ESTIMATES
For a quality finish ring ~
Lol Hinds 01296 688479
07767 786671 (mobile)
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RJ O'CONNELL

BRICKWORK & GENERAL BUILDING
FORALL YOUR BUILDING NEEDS

EXTENSIONS, PROPERTY MAINTENANCE,
DRIVES, PATIO'S AND ROOF REPAIRS

ALSO PROFESSIONAL DECORATING
SERVICE

CALL ROB
MOBILE - 07855 236 726
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HARVEST FESTIVAL - 9% OCT
With our church, bountifully decorated with, Hower arrangements and harvest produce, our new
Vicar, Philip Derbyshire, conducted a delightfully traditional and relaxed Harvest Service.

Friends & neighbours filled the pews, enjoying the simple service based on a series of readings and
poems, interspersed with well known Harvest hymus. It was at once an uplifting, enjoyable and
generally well received thanksgiving.

There was also very much a sense of ‘village occasion’, With the organ being played by Nigel
Palmer, produce and {lower arrangements provided by villagers of Aston Abbotts, and the
prospect of a supper and produce auction, there seemed to be a delightful sense of village
tradition. One couldn’t help reflecting that our harvest celebrations this year were probably
not too dissimilar to all the others held here annually for the last few hundred years.

HARVEST SUPPER & AUCTION

This seems to have become another of those events which has become very popular and firmly
embedded into the Aston Abbotts social calendar. There was a time when tickets were limited (o the
thirties and forties. However this year, demand dictated around sixty places were laid. It was a minor
miracle of organization that with such limited facilities, this number were able to be seated and
served with such a generous and deliciously prepared hot meal.

Not only was our tiny hall packed with families and neighbours but also huge amounts of very
varied produce, generously donated by so many people. Every nook & cranny not already filled with
people, seemed to be crammed with fruit & vegetables of every sort. Room in the hall was at such a
premium, there were even two barrow loads outside waiting to be auctioned.

Once coffee & biscuits had been served, our Auctioneer, Marcus Hall, introduced his team of
Assistant Auctioneers; Anysia, Annie, Matthew and Amy. Bidding was strong (well, very generous)
from the start for all lots (even the ‘hundredweights’ of apples). Cakes seemed particularly popular
with our Assistant Auctioneers who seemed to buy most of them!!!! Flower arrangements were
much sought after by the more romantically inclined and there was as usual, much bantering and
competition between a few who generously vied with each other for particular lots, increasing prices
to outrageous levels.

Marcus’s assistants worked tirelessly distributing produce to successful bidders and charming
everyone with their cheerful politeness. By the end of a long evening, cveryone seemed to have
thoroughly enjoyed themselves, raising £816.00 for Church Funds in the process. Part of this will be
distributed to our older residents for Christmas and the remainder set aside for future church
improvements,

This was a most amazing and enjoyable event and huge thanks have to go to all of you who
supported it.

Thanks also of course to all those who helped prepare, set up and contribute both food and
produce etc. Especial thanks must go to April and Caroline Abel Smith, the main
instigators, Marcus and his delightful assistants, Francesca for the lovely main course, all
the ladies who cooked those ‘scrummy’ puds and those who stayed behind to clear up.

The Tash is back!

Last year some of you may remember that a few of us in the village
decided to support the month of Movember.

During November each year, Movember is responsible for the sprouting
of moustaches on thousands of men’s faces in the UK and around the
world. The aim of which is to raise vital funds and awareness for men’s
health, specifically prostate cancer and other cancers that affect men.
On Movember 1st, guys register at Movembet.com with a clean-shaven face and then for the rest of the month, these selfless and
venerous men, known as Mo Bros, groom, trim and wax their way into the annals of fine moustachery. Supported by the women in
their lives, Mo Sistas, Movember Mo Bros raise funds by seeking out sponsorship for their Mo-growing eg‘?)rts‘

Currently the Aston Abbotts Mo Bros are: James Perkins Frank McManus  James Clough Owen MchManus

Anyone wishing to sponsor us or join our Mo Bro team can do so by checking oul ~http://mobro.co/StretchMoBro

One of us will also drop a sponsor sheet up the pub as well. Thanks in advance to all that support us. Love Aston Abbotis Mo Bros
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WINGRAVE GARAGE

Terry Bracey-Wright & Michael Mitchell
Telephone 01296-681543

Your local MOT centre

By appointment 9.00am to 5.30 pm Monday to Friday
Free retesis

Servicing and Repairs

Petrol and Diesel Sales

Bottled Gas stockist

¥ Free Courtesy Car

We are happy to give you an estimaie even for the smallest jobl Most credit cards taken

skokskok

Fai m PoOLARS ||
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all about?

You may have seen the advert in the
Chronicle last month for the Aston
Abbotts New Years Eve Party and
thought what’s that all about. ...

1t’s about this really, one night we got
drunk and thought it would be a really
good idea to have a big party that
everyong in the village would be
welcome to attend! Simples

On a slightly serious note we thoughi
people spend good money going out of
the village to events for NYE so why
don’t we make it easy for everyone and
have something in the village that people
can attend and stagger home from. It
wont be about raising money as you
good people do so much of that; it will
be just about getting new friends and old
together to have a good time!

So what is the plan....we have utilised
our many contacts within the village and
arranged a Grand Heated Marquee even
the posh toilets will be attached so
there’s no need to go anywhere. The chef
who delivers the food for the Summer
Ball is on board to provide a glorious
three course meal and we have booked
Buckinghamshire’s premier disco duc
“The Old Rockers” think Smashy and
Nicey meets Starsky and Hutch.

We also realised that Christmas and
News Years isn’t cheap so we took the
decision to make the event a “bring your
own booze” night. That way with all the
deals going on at that time of the year the
ticket price starts to offer real value for
money.

So that’s it pretty straight forward really,
tickets are priced at £50 per person and
with half the 156 maximum already sold
we think it’s going to be a fantastic

party!

THE ONE OFF

ASTON ABBOTTS NEW YEARS EVE PARTY

NEW YEARS 20192 A
7pm — Late :

~ Grand Heated Marquee
~ (Glorious Food
~ {zreat Music

~ Good Value —

Bring your own booze!

: ‘ o eSOt g,
I prekes S0P

B § ~ \
& Tables O.& o
/  eservalOT

zwa'\\a‘n\t Ymm

Tickets available from:

Jobhn Whyte - 61296 681685
Frank McManus - 01296 681599

Tickets are available from - John Whyte — 01296 681685 Frank Memanus — 61296 681599

solution on page 40

QUEEN’S

[ 17

DIAMOND JUBILEE

do you have any thoughts on how the village

should commemorate/celebrate the Queen’s
Diamond Jubilee next year?

Your chance to put your views will be at the

Parish Council Meeting

7¢h December in the Church Room
There will be a special bank holiday to celebrate the

Queen’s Diamond Jubilee in the United Kingdom (UK)
oun Tuesday, June 5, 2812, This event honors the 60-

year reign of Queen Hlizabeth ¥ in the UK. Moreover,
the late May bank holiday will be moved to Monday,

4

June 4, 2012, giving people scross the UK a four-day
iong weekend.

November 2011
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ASH FARM POULTRY

Fuller tite for a fuller Flavour

WHAT IS THE PERFECT TURKEY TO BUY FOR
CHRISTMAS?
A happy, well-raised one, of course.

Here at Ash Farm, our birds are given space and freedom to move and graze upon the pastures

and are reared and hand prepared on site. The well exercised, relaxed and full life which these

birds enjoy in the field leads to a slow maturing and dense meat which gives a fuller flavoured
taste, making those special occasions a little more memorable.

TURKEY - DUCK - GEESE - COCKERELS
READY TO ROAST - BONED AND ROLLED - CROWNS

Reserve your Perfect Christmas Today

Call Mel on- 07857 896566

Or visit
www.ash-farm.com

Ash Farm, Burcott, Wing, Leighton Buzzard, LU7 OJW
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Village Orchard

It was a truly wonderful occasion; so many villagers, young and old,
turned up to watch/help plant the trees they had donated. The first free, a
‘Stewkley Red” plum, was planted by Christine Scott. Throughout the
weekend Peter Knight and John Dixon worked tirclessly 1o get all the
trees planted. At the final count 62 trees have been planted - a further two
trecs, donated by Bernwode Nurseries will be planted shortly and a
further 13 trees are on order and will be planted in the near future.

Three further orders/donations have been made and there are a further
three orders that may be confirmed in the near future. If you would wish
to be included we would like to hear before the end of November please.
‘Maggie Smith has kindly donated a timber shed for use by the orchard.
This should be in place in the next few weeks.

If you took any photos during the planting weekend could you please email them to the editor. We would like
to keep a comprehensive photographic record over the coming years.

More labels have arrived and these will have been attached by the time you read this.

As many of you will be aware Gordon has started the book that records the the type of tree, the donor and
special memories. Alex has spent many hours collating orders and ensuring that the right tree is planted in the
correct location and that the labeling is accurate.

We will be calling an open meeting for the village in the near future to get your further views and comments
and to explain the future for the orchard.

Thank you for all the emails we have received expressing thanks and encouragement. Please take the time to
look at your orchard. This is your orchard; there is an old saying in agriculture ‘The best manure for a field is
the farmer’s boot’.

Peter Knight 681478 John Hardcastle 688070 Gordon Smith gordon.smith53@btinternet.com

Vic Scott Orchard Tree sponsor form

We would be grateful if those who have offered to sponsor a tree could complete and return this form, with
their cheque made out to ‘The Vic Scott Orchard’, to Peter Knight at 59 The Green.

We shall keep a record in the form of a book that we hope 1o have easily available. This will contain a *map’
of the orchard, to kelp with identification and finding trees that have been individually sponsored; a
photographic record; and whatever words sponsors might like to include in the record. Some villagers have
said that they would like to consider ‘their’ tree as a form of memorial, and this would be a good place to
express that. We would like to put the variety of the tree and the name of the sponsor. Beyvond that, it is
entirely up to sponsors what they wish to put; we suggest up to a imit of about 150 words. To make sure
that we have these words correctly, would you please put below or on a separate sheet what you would like
to say.
In addition, we think that sponsors might like to have a record in the orchard itsclf, in the form of tags on the
actual trees ~ this is optional. The tags used will come from Bradenham Hall (we have a sample if you
would like to see one). They cost £2.50 each: these will need to be bought in bulk, which we will do. They
will have a small fixing hole and the date of planting. Apart from that there is room for four lines, each of
which can have 25 letters or spaces. We would like the first line to be the variety of the tree; after that you
have 3 lines, so for example:

WORCESTER PEARMAIN

Donated by John Brown &

tilizabeth Brown
i.m. Frederick Brown

Please fill in here what you would like to say if you order a tag.

_ (variety of tree, if known)

Name: Phone/email

I enclose a cheque for one tree/two trees at £30 each. I want/do not want also to have individual tree tags,
and have/have not added £2.50 per tag.
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REPLACEMENT OF OLD FUSE BOXES TO NEW TRIP SWITCH TYPE
.. (NEW CONSUMER UNITS)

ADDITIONAL SOCKETS OR LIGHTS
OUTDOOR SUPPLIES TO SHEDS, GARAGES PONDS
SOCKETS & LIGHTS ETC.

REPLACEMENT STORAGE HEATERS
FAULT FINDING / NUISANCE TRIPPING
LANDLORDS ELECTRICAL TESTS/INSPECTIONS
FREE ESTIMATES

PART “ P “APPROVED ELECTRICIAN
TELDEANON ..... 01296 — 712776
07794 — 510980
E-MAIL ....... Dean4832®@aol.com

Chesham Preparatory School GARDEN SERVICES

Independent education for boys and girls aged 3 to |3

TEL : 01296 641578
MoB: 07766 478267

FOR A CHEERFUL RELIABLE SERVICE
GRASS CUTTING - HEDGE CUTTING

ROTOVATING - STRIMMING
TREE WORK - GUTTER CLEANING

Tel 01494782619 | www.cheshamprep.co.uk
Email registrar@®@cheshamprep.co.uk

Two Dells Lane. Cheshany, Buckinghamishire HPS 3QF
28 /

November 2011 The Chronicle 12



On behalf of the branch members 1 would
like to take this opportunity to thank
everyone who is kind enough to support
the local poppy appeal by attending the
fund raising events and also by purchasing
their poppies each year from the ladies

and gentlemen who give their time to call |

around house to house in the village.
Alan Jones, Branch Chairman

ToWn FaRm

Paintings, Ceramics, Woodcraft
Sculpture, Textiles, Botanical art,
Woodcarving, Jewellery
Christine Bass * Susan Day > Kirsteen Holuj
Mick Randall > James Sansome > Justine Thorpe
Nicki Tullett > Mick Waterhouse > Kate Wilkinson
www.townfarmartshow.blogspot.com

A festive show in Cheddington ~ muilled wine,
Christmas cake & mince pies plus high quality,
handcrafted gifts, Christmas decorations & cards
ONE WEEKEND ONLY
Friday 25~Sunday 27 November 2011, 10~5
6 Town Farm, Cheddington,

Nr Leighton Buzzard, LU7 O1T
PLEASE. PARK ON HIGH STREET ~ NOT IN TOWN FARM
Frec entry & refreshments
Donations in aid of lain Rennie Hospice at Home

LT
Sttt

LLEG T ON

SATURDAY

19th November
7.30pm start

' ASTON ABBOTTS
(;@T) VILLAGE HALL
. ~—~" " Line & Hous}e Prizes

Refreshments

All ages welcome

In ald of tho Poppy Appeal

Stewkley Singers present

Music and Mince Pies

A Celebration of Christmas Music
and Readings

with
The Stewkley Singers, St.dMichael’s School Choir
an
St. Michael’s School Handbell Ringers

Friday 9* and Saturday 10t
December 2011, 7.00pm

at
Stewkley Village Hall,
High Street North,
Stewkley (opposite The Swan pub)

Admission by ticket: £6 adults, £4 children
To include wine and seasonal refreshments

Tickets available in advance from St Michael’s
School Tel: 01525 240248,
Julia Sims Tel: 01525 240671

November 2011

FIONA
HARRISON

Presents

A NOSTALGIC
1940’s

MUSICAL EVENING

SATURDAY 12th Nov. 2011
in the Church
8 pm.
£7.50 per ticket
Children under 12 £5.00

(ticket price includes ‘nibbles’)
Tickets available from Caroline Lane 681373 or
Andy Bystra 681690
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Just for information - wenttoa burglary in an outbuilding yesterday and many hundreds of pounds
worth of Stihl equipment was stolen as well as other items. None of the items were security marked with any
identifiable markings such as postcodes etc and serial numbers not noted down. This was not an unusual
scenario, many stolen items are not security marked.

It’s dreadful when you are a victim of crime but it’s 2 double blow if the items are found but cannot be returmed
as it is not identifiable to you — and yes, the offenders get to keep them if it cannot be proven that they arc your
stolen property!!

Please take time, as soon as you can, to mark your property - engrave it, paint it, weld vour postcode onto larger
items, Make your property less attractive to criminals — if they are going 1o have problems selling it on they may
not take the chance of stealing it!

Kind regards  Paula

PCSO Paula BOSTON  C9668 Wing North Neighbourhood Team

Wing Police Office 73 Leighton Road Wing Leighton Buzzard Beds LU7 ONN
07800 702998 TVP Non-Emergency No. 0845 8 505 505

ASTON ABBOTTS BOOK CLUB

The October meet was held at Alison Lewis’s house to discuss ‘When a Crocodile sats the Sun’ by Peter
Godwin.

This is a sad story of the destruction of Zimbabwe, the violence and racial hatred. Peter Godwin’s father is
seriously ili. He was a successful farmer but everything changes for the warse. Peter discovers that his father
has kept from him that he was originally a Polish Jew - the father keeps this knowledge from his children as he
does not want them to suffer in the way his parents and siblings did. There are painful references to the
sufferings of the Holocaust.

The book created a lot of debate. It is well written and dealt with all the pain and misery of this once
wonderful country in a matter of fact style. The title refers to the total eclipse of the sun - a moment of great

significance to the African tribes.

Our next book, chosen by Pam Hewitt, is ‘The Life of Pi’ by Yann Martel - meet 8pm Wednesday 16th
November. We look forward to our Christmas Quiz evening hosted by Val Smith on 9th December.
January’s book, chosen by Sally Clarke, is ‘A Tale of Two Cities’ by Charles Dickens. John Hardeastle

Charles Dickens was born on 7 February 1812. In 2012, to celehrate 200 years singe his birth, organisations
worldwide are planning festivals, exhibitions and rauch more in honour of the most internationally acclaimed British
novelist.

Beaver Scouts (for Girls and Boys aged 5-8)

So far this term we have completed our Imagination Badge, which involved junk

‘modeling and role play. We are currently working towards our Creative Challenge

— in the last couple of weeks we made musical instruments and we also made cakes. We had a joint
meeting with the cubs which involved cooking bananas covered in chocolate on the campfire and singing

campfire songs.

Cub Scouts (for Girls and Boys aged 8-10}

This term we have completed our Athletes Badge and we have started working towards our DIY Badge
(Arkala is a bit worried about this!). We are alsc going to be visiting Hazard Alley in Milton Keynes.

Scouts (for Girls and Boys aged 10-14)

The Scouts are working towards their Mechanics Badge, which includes studying cars and car engines. We
recently went on a night hike with the Cheddington Scouts and used the Cresta Run at Phasels
Wood Scout Site. We will be hearing about the 2011 Scout Jamboree, which was held in Sweaden.

The whole Scout Group (Beavers, Cubs and Scouts) has been very busy preparing for the Scout Group
Autumn Fair, to raise funds for urgently needed repairs on our Scout Hut,

Beavers, Cubs and Scouts are open to girls and boys aged betwesn 6 and 14. We meet weekly at the
Scout Hut in Chiltern Road. Anyone interested should contact the Group Scout Leader, Michelle
Parker, on 01296 681911, or via emall to: guaveriw@yahoo.co.uk
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Parnting & Decorating
Brighten up your Home with a Professional Decorating Service
Clean & Tidy Workmanship Guaranteed

Interior & Exterior
- Wallpaper Hanging, including feature walls

Painting \ Staining

Plaster coving & cornices

Wall tiling

Skirting’s, Architraves Door hangmg ecls

Insurance Work Undertaken

Competitive Pricing

To Discuss Your Idea’s &k Arrange a Free Quot:
Call Adrian Bystra
Tel: 012906 688429 - Mobile:
emr‘hm‘o@mnbdeomam com Est:208>

L Accournitants ard Business Adhisors

® Accountancy & Business start-up & Business consultancy & Company secretarial »

FULLY LICENSED PRIVATE HIRE OPERATOR

BUTLERS

AT YOUR SERVICE

Benham & \X/xlhams

Offering a friendly, independent and professional
service for all your business, accountancy and

taxation matters.
| | e specialise in airport and long distance work:-

=  Preparation of accounts for

businesses of all sizes * Fixed prices - what we quote is what you pay

* No additional charge for weekends, bank holidays
s Tax Returns for individuals, unsocial hours g y

businesses and Companies ,
* Absolutely no hidden charge

Business start-ups | | % Modern air conditioned cars

~»  Payroll bureau -
FOR A BOOKING OR A QUOTE

=»  Book keeping and VAT Returns Please Ring Colin on.-

01296 583577
| 07802 746711

For a no obligation initial meeting to discuss your

requirements contact Paul Benhamon 81296 678581

Midshires House, Midshires Business Park,

Smeaton Close, Aylesbury, HP 19 8HL -mail: coli r idri
! www.butlers-private-hire-cars-aylesbury.com

$3 Ramworth Way, Aylesbury, Bucks HP21 7EY

® Personal taxation # Estate planning & Business taxation e
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WINGRAVE CE COMBINED SCHOOL

The first half term at Wingrave School has flown by; we have been very pleased to welcome
children, not only into our Reception class but also Year 1, Year 3 and Year 6. We have
grown to 132 from 107 this time last year. All of the children have settled well into school
and quickly adapted to the new routines.

Over the Summer holidays the classrooms were refurbished which has given the school a really bright and
cheerful atmosphere, along with all the wonderful displays of children’s work

This has been a busy half term with parent consultations, Saturn class assembly; where the children shared
their learning on Africa and healthy eating. The assembly clearly showed how a creative curriculum helps
to make learning meaningful as well as ‘fun’. Harvest Festival in the church was celebrated by each class
performing a song, poem or story and it was lovely to see the church full with parents and carers who had
come to help us celebrate.

To end this short review of half term at Wingrave 1 am happy to say that | have been appointed as
Headteacher and look forward to developing the school’s links with the community.

Val Britnell Headteacher

Christmas Prize Bingo at
Wingrave School
WEDNESDAY 30th NOVEMBER
7.00 for 7.30pm

XD BSOPRL

50p Entrance
Includes tea/coffee/mince pie
Great fun for all ages
In aid of children’s Christmas parties
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10am to 12 noon

Fashion Show

Autumn & Winter Collection
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Friday 25th October 7:30pm + Raffle
Wingrave Community Centre At Aston AbettS :

Let the high street names come to you!
A wide variety of new autumn & winter tashions available for Vi"age Ha"
purchase on the night at up to 50% off retail prices. \

e o rae PODDY ADPEAY

ahe tume out to enjov a short break
. and support a good cause

Tops. trousers, skirts and dresses in all sizes.,
Cash. cheque and c: ¢ d on the night.

Here come the girls!
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Buckland Landscapes

Nursery ‘Treesales Planting Moving Landscape supplics

Rooted in more than 20 years of landscape design, construction and
maintenance experience, Buckland Landscapes Ltd can bring creativity and
expertise as well as long term maintenance solutions to your landscapes,
In addition, we have our own 50 acre open grown tree nursery based in
Bushmead Road, Cublington, Nr Aylesbuiry.

Our website is comprehensive and very user friendly . Please take a lock to see
the full range of services we are able to offer.

Whether you require garden design, hard or soft landscaping. or garden
maintenance, please do not hesitate to contact our office to arrange a
consultation on: 01296 680350 or email info@buckland-landscapes.co.uk.

01296 680350

info@buckland-landscapes.couk
wwwbuckland-landscapes.couk
. Home Farm. 61 The Green, Aston Abbotts, Aylesbury, Bucks HP224LY

David Rowe Dip Surv MCIOB
Tel: 01296 682529 Mob : 07867 977 575

‘ ) Ciesign

ARCHITECTURAL & TECHNICAL

DESIGN SERVICES B N A7 e SRROT ¢
e HOUSE EXTENSIONS :_ For A Cheerful, Reliable Service

e LOFT CONVERSIONS
o PLANNING AND BUILDING

b,

3

Grass Cutting  Hedge Cutting - Rotovating
Strimming  Tree Work - @utter Cleaning

REGULATIONS . Waste Licence Holder
o NEW BUILD DEVELOPMENT - 01296 641578
| ,; -~ 07766 478267
FROM SCHEME DESIGN TO COMPLETION ¢ S R : A -8 Nt
NO OBLIGATION FIRST CONSULATION TE 0230803 fing us at- www.iocalbusinessdirectory.co.uk
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FRIDAY 4™ NOVEMBER 2011

Held on the Recreation Ground

Mulled Wine, Hotdogs &
Soup
by the Bonfire from 6PM!

FIREWORKS FROM 6.30PM

FREE ENTRY

The fireworks are being kindly sponsored
this year but if you wish to
make a monetary donation this can
be made
to Kevin Copping at Home
Farm
opposite the Church Room.

Someone's just pinched a pair of my knickers off the washing line. I'm not bothered about the knickers but I want the 12 pegs back. (ouch!)
You won’t hear from me for a while. Being investigated for stealing swimming pool inflatables........ 1 gotta lilo.

Qyoung_man Slllli(x)r‘:ping in a supermarket noticed a little old lady following him around. If he stopped, she stopped. Furthermore she
ept staring at .

Shg fmallygovertook him at the checkout, and she turned to him and said, "I hope I haven't made you feel ill at ease; it's just that you
look so much like my late son.”

He answered, "That's okay." .

"I know it's silly, but if you'd call out 'Good bye, Mum' as I leave the store, it would make me feel so happar."

She then went through the checkout, and as she was on her way out of the store, the man called out, "Goodbye, Mum."

The little old lady waved and smiled back at him.. . .

Pleased that he had brou%ht a little sunshine into someone's day, he went to pay for his groceries.

"That comes to £121.85," said the clerk.

“How come so much? 1 only bought 5 items." The clerk replied, "Yeah, but your Mother said you'd be paying for her things, too"
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& @est Control
(By the BEE's Knees at MSC Litd.

Environment Agency Certificate Number TWE/673982
Member of British Institutes of Cleaning Science BICS

WASPS £35.00 INCLUSIVE
GUARANTEED - NO HIDDEN
CHARGES

PIGEON NETTING AND POINTING

PROTECTION. MESS REMOVAL AND _4 i
DISPOSAL IN ACCORDANCE WITH ”‘

DEFRA AND EA. CERTIFICATES OF

DISPOSAL SUPPLIED.
o2 RATS/MICE ALL TRAPPED AND
@SS DISPOSED OF IN ACCORDANCE
| WITH DEFRA AND EA.

Wo00DWORM, COCKROACHES,
INSECTS, FLIES, SQUIRRELS.

TEL: 01296 424284 M: 07950 379250
E: JIM@MTSFC.CO.UK
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Kandy — Sri Lanka

The Kandy Lake Club turned out to be something akin to an English village hall without side walls
with a lot of interior dark wood panelling, a stage and a distinctly dodgy roof. A rather utilitarian bar
stood to one side of the stage from which an extremely thin, elderly man was collecting and
delivering drinks orders. The chairs had seen better days, as had the whole building and after much
rushing about to make the early evening show we were amused to see a sparse audience of maybe
50 people. Avoiding the reserved seats, that remained empty throughout, we took our place.
Fortunately it was not raining as the corrugated iron roof had several gaps in it. The show was made
up of a selection of local dances performed by men and women in traditional costumes and masks
accompanied by drummers. The male dances were extremely energetic, though some dancers were
not a svelte as one would have expected. There was a harvest dance, plate spinning and fire eating.
After the main show we went outside to an amphitheatre at the side. I could imagine the British
colonists performing amateur productions of Shakespeare but now we were treated to a short fire
walking performance. All the dances we saw are performed during the annual Esala Perahera
festival so it gave us an idea of the sort of things to see at that event.

The next day we visited the famous Temple of the Tooth in Kandy in pouring tropical rain. Required
to remove our shoes, we splashed in bare feet up to the temple with the many other visitors. Situated
beside the large artificial lake that dominates Kandy, The Temple holds the precious relic of the
Buddhas’ tooth. We had already visited 2 or 3 temples that had previously housed the tooth at the old
Sri Lankan capital of Anuradhapura. Moved to Kandy to protect it from attacks by the kings of India,
the precious tooth now resides inside a jeweled casket. In fact it is inside the smallest of 7 caskets
one inside the other. This is kept locked behind golden doors and every day the Buddhist devotees,
dressed in white, queue up in their hundreds to catch a glimpse of the box. Buddhists bring their new
born babies here to be blessed, so you have to step round whole families surrounded by their various
flower offerings. We arrived in time for the daily offering of rice which we expected to bave some
kind of ritual attached to it but found it rather random with people coming and going in and out of
doors. There were a few drummers who started to play but they seemed to act as some kind of call to
the local troop of monkeys who can be found at all such temples where food left by visitors make an
easy meal. At the sound of the dramming they could be seen clambering along the roof and upper
parts of the temple. Afier a bit, a young man arrived and deposited a plate of rice onto a table and, as
nothing else of interest seemed to be happening, we left to explore the rest of the temple.

Every year a replica of the box is paraded through Kandy on a tusker elephant at the head of a
procession of over 100 elephants each covered in jeweled and decorated covers during the
spectacular Esala Perahera festival. Beside the temple is a muscum to the famous tusker elephant
called Raja who led the parade for many years before dying in 1988. So revered was he that &
National Day of mourning was declared on his death and he was given the rare privilege of being
stuffed for posterity and now stands in his own museum beside the Temple. Sally Palmer

Aston Abbotts Website - further updates
www.aston-abbotts.co.uk

This is a website for the village and I want it to be useful to villagers as well as to people looking up Aston
Abbotts on the internet. If there is something you would like to see on the site then please email me - you
will find contact details on the site. I would also be interested in adding more photo galleries, so if you have
taken some interesting pictures of Aston Abbotts or village events please get in touch. I would also Iike to
add any pictures of Aston Abbotts in the past and I'd be grateful if  could borrow any for scanning - they
will be returned unharmed and very promptly. Thank you. Phil Spooner
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Lazy Dog

Holiday Cottages

Tregerrick - sleeps 4 - a 2 bedroom, 2 bathroom contemporary character
cottage in the heart of Padstow, North Cornwall. Gas central heating and
all mod cons inc dishwasher, washer/dryer, leather sofas, flat screen
TV/DVD etc. Within walking distance of Rick Stein’s restaurants.

Annet - sleeps 4 - a 2 bedroom spacious character cottage with large
garden, large living room, separate dining room, ideal for families with
children, 3 miles from Padstow. Gas central heating & all mod cons inc
dishwasher, washing machine, TV/DVD etc.

See our website for photographs and full
details - www.lazy-dog.biz

Both cottages available for holiday let all
year round

Dogs welcome by arrangement

Call Andy & Sally on 0775 272 6229
Or email us at sallyturnham@hotmail.com
www.lazy-dog.biz

ROOMS to RENT

In Aylesbury - Quality, clean,
spacious furnished rooms in clean &
tidy shared houses. Fully
equipped houses with all mod cons
- gas central heating, washer/dryer,
microwave, bathrooms with shower,
etc. Single rooms from £80 and
doubles from £95 (inclusive of bills)
Call Sally on 0775 272 6229
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Tea and Railways

“Tea - best drink of the day.” ran the 1980°s advertising slogan conjuring
up that feeling of contentment and well being. Britons have always been
renowned for being a nation of tea drinkers, where the average person
drinks three cups of tea a day and gets through nearly 75,000 cups of their
favourite brew in a lifetime. In fact, Britons are the world's second biggest
tea drinkers, behind only the Irish, consuming 165 million cups a day.

So when we visited Sri Lanka recently, paying a visit to the tea plantations featured highly on the list of
must do activities. Tea was first planted in Ceylon in 1867 by James Taylor, following the complete failure
of the coffee crop. In 1872 he opened his first tea processing factory and the first consignment of Ceylon tea
arrived in London in the following year. Transportation was a problem as few roads had been built which
served as a form of defence. Kandy is just 1640 feet above sea level and was at that time surrounded by
virgin jungle. To put this in context, in Sri Lanka the best tea grows at an elevation of between 4,000 and

6,250 feet.

The construction of railways commenced in 1864 and the main line reached Kandy in 1872. The project
continued at a somewhat stately pace. From Kandy the line was extended up into the tea growing hill
country, reaching Nanu Oya in 1885, the summit at Pattipols at an elevation of 6,226 feet in 1894 and
finally descending down to Badula by 1924. The line runs up steep gradients through scenic mountains,
jungle, pine forests, the high slopes of the tea plantations, across bridges and through long tunnels making
this one of the most spectacular railway journeys in the world. Completion of this project after 60 years was
a truly monumental feat and the infrastructure doesn’t appear to have changed at all, and certainly not since
the British granted independence to Ceylon in 1948. The points, signals and level crossing gates remain
mechanical, although the steam trains were retired and largely replaced with diesel locomotives in the
1950°s. Nothing appears to have changed since — even the timetable was simply chalked on a blackboard.
The station master continues to wave off trains resplendent in a smart pristine white uniform.

We were fortunate to secure reservations for the first class observation car, joining at Peradeniya junction
for our 4% hour journey to Nanu Oya a distance of at most 50 miles. Good job this was the express service.
Of course, possession of a reservation matters little in Sri Lanka, but our guide gjected the occupants of our
seats before alighting from the train himself, leaving us to seftle down to enjoy the journey in comfort. It
turned out that a family of five had in fact booked only two seats so they cosyed up together. Another local
family settled down just outside the toilet spreading a plastic sheet on the floor but were quick to take up the
seats vacated when a couple left the train at Hatton. The guard made no attempt to check their tickets which
was just as well as they clearly didn’t have any. In spite of the modest speeds being achieved, the carriage
rocked alarmingly from side to side providing ample time to take photos of the passing Jandscape and
abandoned trucks which had simply been pushed over the side.

Health and safety didn’t appear to have reached Sri Lanka either. The observation window had developed a
crack, but fortunately that was no reason to take it out of service. It was possible to hang out of, and take
photos through, the open doorway, although I restrained myself from climbing on to the roof for a beiter
view. A group of teenage boys and girls met up in the passage outside and shortly after the boys began to
tap out a rhythm on the side of the gently rocking carriage whilst the girls began to sing along melodically.

Our train arrived pretty much on time, although this was probably more by luck than judgement as on the
following day the very same observation car was derailed. We heard this tale from young couple staying in
our hote!l. Their driver had driven to a point where he could see the train in the distance and bribed a tea
picker to take a note to his passengers suggesting that they walk back across the tea plantation to rejoin him.
This plan failed as after a couple of hours of indecision, the derailed car was simply unhitched and
abandoned. The displaced passengers crowded into second class and the journey continued, leaving the poor
tea picker to run back across the fields to inform the driver that the train had gone. No doubt she retained
her tip which probably represented a week’s wages.

We spent three nights in tea country which included a visit to the Norwood tea plantation, guided by
resident planter, Andrew Taylor, a descendent of James. I think what surprised us is that the tea industry
continues to thrive today in a way that hasn’t changed in over a century. Tea is still Sri Lanka’s 4™ largest
export (after tourism and gemstones). In many areas carefully manicured tea bushes, interspersed with tall
trees for shade, extend for as far as the eye can see. Even today each bush is hand-picked every four weeks
throughout the year by the largely Tamil workforce. Mechanical pickers have been fried but have not been
successful as the key is to pick only ‘two leaves and a bud’. But this is a good thing as a whole way of life

continued on page 25
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HARVEYS

CAEE
&
DELI

49 Higln Street South
Stewkley, Beds, LU7 0HR,

01525 240252

LICENSED CALE

Specia]ising in a wide range 0{

TRADING HOURS

homemade {ood. Serving

l)realq[as{, ]llIlCll aml aﬂernoon

teas. Ca{é: Tuesdag to Fri(lag
8.30am — 5.00pm
DELICATESSEN Saturday 8.30am —
3.00pm

A ]arge range o{ lnome coolcetl
rea(lg mea_ls l)O{'ll {resll aml {rozen

alwags available. Also wine, beers,

Sllop: Tuesdag to Fri(lag
8.30am--6.30pm
Saturday 8.30am —
4.00pm

picl(les, clmlnegs, jams and general

groceries.

Buﬂe{ and Dinner P arty menus

We llaw"e creale(l a ld{cllen gar«len SO WE can use Lﬂesl\lg picl(e(l vege{al)les an(l llerl)s {or are

soups and salads.
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continued from page 23

for a large number of people revolves around the tea industry. After 4 years each bush is vigorously pruned,
but within a few short months it is back in production. Some of these bushes were planted in the 19t
Century and continue to produce tea today. Tea plants are very hardy, suffer from very few pests and are
well suited to the prevailing weather conditions.

So how is tea made? Tea factories are generally four stories high with windows that allow the temperature
to be vigorously controlled. The direction that it faces is a vital part of this process as the tea moves through
the building. The first pickings of the day arrive from the slopes around 10:00am. They are first put into
long troughs which are 12 inches deep. Air is then blown through underneath the ieaves by huge fans for
around 12 hours, a process known as withering. The leaves become limp rather than brittle. Without a good
wither, a lot of the vitai properties of tea would be lost.

In the next stage the withered leaves are rolled, twisted and parted which allows the enzymes in the leaves
to react with oxygen in the air. This oxidation process continues and the green leaves take on a coppery
| colour. The exact timing of this process is vital 10 the quality of the tea that will be produced and the factory
manager will take account of the prevailing temperature and weather conditions. The tea is then passed
through a firing chamber to stop any further chemical reaction from taking place. The tea is now blacker
and harder and the grading process can take place.

These industrial machines are indeed dangerous as the signs made clear saying such things as “intoxication
in factory is prohibited’ and ‘near miss should be brought to the attention of the authorities and
investigated’. As visitors we were able to view the machinery whilst it was working at close quariers — it
wouldn’t happen in a factory back home. Other signs on the wall read ‘no child labour’ and ‘no betel
chewing’. Well it could damage the delicate flavour of the tea.

Finally the graded tea is packaged in lined paper sacks. Samples from each pallet are taken and sent away
to the buyers for analysis. The result of this analysis determines the price that the estate can expect to
receive for that batch of tea when it is sent for auction.

We were then shown how to taste tea, which is not unlike wine tasting. The taster looks at a sample of the
dry tea, and inspecting and smelling the brewed leaves. He will smell the cold brewed tea before taking a
large sip, swirling it around his mouth. Are there any foreign smells or odours, is there a tingle on the tip of
the tongue, does the taster get a feeling of well being? Never add sugar as this destroys the health properties
of the tea, whilst a dash of milk may be acceptable.

Back at the bungalow, afternoon tea was served with sandwiches, cakes and scones with jam and cream.
The tea that you drink here is quite unlike that sold in our supermarkets. We were asked whether we wanted
a light tea or something stronger. They served none of the blends that we see back home or tea with
additives, Earl Grey for example. Sitting on a warm sunny terrace admiring the gardens, overlooking a lake
with the ordered tea plantations above - what more could one ask for? Relaxation, contentment, tea - best
drink of the day. Nigel Palmer

St Osyths Well

Osyth was the daughter of Frithwald sub kings of the Mercias & Wilburga, the
daughter of pagan king Penda, born in Quarrendon 650AD where a holy spring
was supposedly situated, her aunts were St edith & St Edburga and on one visit to
them she fell from a bridge and was drowned miraculously reviving 3 days later.
The aunts must have had a profound impact on Osyth as she indicated her ambition
to become an abbess. She was of noble birth, but her father wanted her to marry
King Sighere of Essex, but about 665AD dynastic duty prevailed, Osyth
successfully managed to prevail on two local bishops to allow her to take holy
orders and become a nun. In 700AD vikings raided the Essex coast and demanded
that Abbess Osyth worship their gods, but she refused and was beheaded by the chief Hubba. The decapitated
body picked up its head and walked with it at arms length to St Peter & St Pauls church and knocked on the
door, the first of many miracles attributed to her.

Her distraught parents shipped the body to Aylesbury in a lead chest to the Lady Chapel in St Marys Church.
and it was said a spring sprang up at each resting place. She was canonised and her feast day 7th October was
celebrated in Aylesbury; she was also a patron saint for women “Who have lost their keys’. Under orders from
Alexander VI a papal decree was issued in 1500 and the body of 5t Osyth was disinterred and moved to a
secret place, most likely in the dead of night, the exact whereabouts of her body still remains a2 mystery. One
arm bone is said to rest in the Chapel Royal at Windsor underneath the high altar along with other saints
bones. Very little remains in Aylesbury to remind us of her except for a house named St Osyth in Parsons Lee
and St Osyths Well at Bierton. Colin Higgs
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“We are delighted to
welcome you to gbeauty”

We aim to provide you with the ultimate in quality beauty
treatments and procedures for both men and women. Whilst enjoying
the relaxing calm of the spa inspired environment it will lead you

to the optimum experience of complete well being, release from

the rigors of everyday life and total self indulgence

A wide range of treatments using quality products for men and women are
offered at 4beauty. these treatments include:

» Decleor & Guinot » Brazilian Waxing We also provide

Facials « Eyelash Extensions Specialist Clinics:
. ?eclteor Btodg « Thai Massage * Botox
reatments . ) ,
) _ * Indian Head NO"‘ Surquca[
* Creative Spa Manicures Facial Fillers
i ) * Wedding Packages .
» Creative Spa Pedicures ¢ Semi Permanent
. | * Mothers To Be Makeup
e Bio SCl_leture Natura Packages
Gel Nail Enhancements _ '
for Fingers & Toes. * Special Occasion
) Makeup using
* St Tropez Tanning Virgin Vie
» PhD Waxing Cosmetics Opening Times:

Monday  1:00am - 5:00pm
Tuesday  g:003m - 8:00pm
Wednesday g:00am - 6:00pm
Thursday  g:00am - 8:00pm
Friday g:00am - 6:00pm
Saturday  g:00am - 6:00pm
~bheauty Sunday CLOSED
gbeauty Ltd, 56 High Street. R :
Whitchurch, Buckinghamshire,
© HP22 4JS .
T.01206 640644
 www.g-beauty.com
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ALLOTMENT DIARY

My pumpkin seeds failed to germinate this year, so that I bave no personal knowledge, 'butvl understand that
the dry spell in the spring, followed by a fairly gloomy summer, ha§ meant that pumpkins have sn'uggl‘ed to
get going , and generally speaking, pumpkins are about half the size they were last year. I%a]so read that
although the potato crop has, despite earlier gloomy forecasts, been very good; in the south pf England, where
the weather has been very dry of late, the potatoes have suffered from E?mising as t'hey' are 1u'ft:ed out f}f the dry
soil by harvesting machinery — and some farmers have stopped harvesting altogether for the time being due to

this.

I also read that the weather this summer led to a terrible onslaught on lawns (although I am happy to say that
mine did not suffer), since the damp weather kept the ground wet, with the result that there was a bonanza of
carthworms close to the surface for the moles to feast on — and therefore a corresponding increase in
molehills. Now the weather has turned drier, the earthworms have pushed deeper underground, and moles are

seeking new territory where they can find their favourite food.

Last year my brassica plants were chewed to Jace by cabbage white and other caterpillars: this year, for some
inexplicable reason, they have hardly been eaten at all — not even the dozen or so plants which [ had to plant
outside the cabbage netting. Very strange! However at the other end of the scale, my carrots have never
suffered so much from the depredation of carrot fly. Next year 1 shall only grow the carrot fly resistant

varieties such as “Flyaway” and “Resistafly”.

One fascinating bit of gardening news I read recently is that the Chinese claim that they have produced
vegetables and fruit which have higher crop yields, and sometimes better flavour, by packing the seeds into
their Shijan-8 satellite, which then orbited the earth for 15 days. It is said that the seeds were thus exposed to
cosmic rays and powerful blasts of electro-magnetic radiation emanating from the sun and the stars. These can
rip apart the DNA molecules, which then rejoin in different ways. The zero-gravity conditions may also play a
part. Most of the resulting mutations were harmful, but a few were beneficial, and these are being made
_available to the Chinese market, to help feed the fast growing Chinese population, and compensate for the
archaic farming methods used by the majority of China’s farmess. These claims are being treated with some
scepticism by agronomists in the West, but the Chinese claim that one of the seeds produced in this way, a
species of fast-growing rice, called Hangyu-2, is now planted on more thau 400,000 acres.

Giant cucumbers, with a yield 20% higher than normal, are said to have been developed in the same way; and
cherries and tomatoes with a far higher sugar content, and which are said to taste excellent. If this trend
continues, it could give a whole new meaning to the term “rocket sajad™!

By the time you read this article, you may have forgotten about it, but in early September we had a late heat-
wave. One effect of this was that Richard Clarke’s strawberries thought summer had come again, and
produced a second crop: the first time he has ever known this happen. My autumn raspbeiries are still
producing, and I am optimistic that, as has been the case the last two years, I will be able to pick a final
bowlful of raspberries on 5 November.

My gardening activities have been sadly curtailed recently. While 1 was away for a few days with some
college friends at the end of September, | went for a short walk with them — only 5 miles or so — but when |
got back T was in some pain from my left hip. My doctor thinks it is osteo-arthritis, and at the moment | am
waiting for the result of an X-ray, to see what this reveals. In the meantime I am having to avoid serious
digging, since even without doing this, the problem is getting worse and not better. My remaining potatoes
will have to stay where they are for the time being.

Peter Shorrock

News from the Royal Oak

Tt’s that time of the year when we start to light the open fire at the Oak to help warm the customers cockles.

What we also hope will help make your visit more enéoyable is a new wine menu. To help us build that new
wine menu we are, holdhmg a \ﬁ/me tastuig evening on Sunday 6% November 2011 so come along and let us
know what you think shotild be on our list.

As we head towards Christmas and New Year the Oak we will be staying open throughout so were lookin
f.’orwanrcli1 to seeing you g}mugﬁ tﬁe festive _pex%og. ying op gh &
Ser normal we have the usual social events at the pub including the 630 club on every Saturday at

As
6.30pm and GNOMES who meet on a Tuesday evening.
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Fine Jewellery

and everything you expect from
a typical County Jewellers.

Jewellery repairs of every sort, help with insurance claims,
supplying missing stones, sizing rings and so on.

Re-designing and remaking out-dated pieces or damaged pi

Watch servicing, batteries & straps, clock overhauls, silver repairs
and re-plating. Engraving by hand or by machine on most metals.

Goldsmiths House

10-14 Cambridge Street AYLESBURY Hester = Clarke
HP20 IRS 01296-482963 County Jewellers

www.hesterclarke.co.uk
CLOSED THURSDAYS

A T
\\7zze=

e

QUALITY HOME COOKED FOOD
FOR ALL OCCASIONS

TEL: 641179
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HORSE CHESTNUT TREE

In October, Neil & Yvonne Gibson of Hunters Way had a large horse chestnut tree in their garden felled. They
were subjected to a number of hostile visits from villagers who were unhappy about the tree being removed,
and as chairman of the Parish Council I should like to set the record straight.

Far from wanting to have the tree removed, Neil & Yvonne were very fond of the tree which they acquired
when they bought their house — and indeed, they even called their home “Chestnut House”, after the tree. The
problem began when they contacted an arboriculturist in the spring of 2009, to advise on the general
maintenance of the tree and the condition of an extremely large branch, which was overhanging their carport,
and which would clearly crush it if it ever came down. To their dismay, they were advised that the whole tree

was unsafe, and should be cut down.

The reason for this depressing advice was principally that the developer, in constructing the carport, and the 3
metre high brick wall which was built to separate the Old House from the development, had cut through so
many of the tree roots, and so close to the trunk of the tree, that the tree was now unsafe, and likely to come
down without warning in a strong wind. (For a tree of this size, no root should have been cut through closer to
the trunk than 7.5 metres; what had happened was that roots had been severed as close as 2 metres from the
trunk, and it was estimated that the developer had encroached into 90% of the recommended root protection
area). In addition, like a large number of horse chestnut trees in the country, this tree was already suffering
from a disease called “bleeding canker”, which as it developed, could cause whole branches to come off
without warning.

Neil discussed the situation with David da Silva, who then lived in the Old House, and had formerly owned
the developed land. He in tumn contacted Vic Scott. Vic said that he did not think that so many roots had been
cut through that the stability of the tree was affected, and suggested that it would be alright to remove the
branch overhanging the carport. These points were put to Neil & Yvonne’s arboriculturists, who strongly
disagreed, and stuck to their view that the whole tree should be taken down. Neil & Yvonne therefore

contacted AVDC for permission to fell the tree, in the thought that by doing this, they would also get the
benefit of the AVDC tree officer’s opinion.

The Parish Council then became involved, since it was given details of the planning application. Neil attended
a council meeting to explain his position; but since there was a strong feeling on the council that we would
like to see the tree preserved if possible, we decided to commission our own report. We used an arboriculturist
who was independent, and not connected with any firm which also carried out tree surgery, reckoning that if
he had no financial stake in cutting a tree down, he would be totally impartial. Unfortunately, his view was
exactly the same as that of the expert consulted by Neil & Yvonne. In the light of his report, the Parish
Council decided that it could not oppose the cutting down of the tree. The AVDC tree officer then came to the
same view, and did not recommend a Tree Preservation Order, which would have prevented this happening.

Notwithstanding the fact that three experts had decided that the tree could not be retained, Neil & Yvonne
commissioned a report from yet another firm of arboriculturists; but yet again the advice was the same: to
quote from its report, the excessive cutting of the tree roots “has compromised the structural integrity of the
tree and its safety cannot be guaranteed . [&} . . age and disease further increase the visk”

However, I understand from Neil Gibson that the position was further complicated by the fact that when he
sold the land to the developer, David da Silva had imposed a covenant on the developer to the effect that the
tree could not be cut down without his consent, which was then passed onio the the Gibsons when they
bought their house: and David refused to give bis consent. It was not until the late summer of this year that
agreement was finally reached, and permission given for the removal of the tree on agreed conditions.

I hope that this account of what happened will enable you to see that it is not Neil & Yvonne who are the
villains of the piece, but the original developer and/or his workman. Indeed, far from being the bad guys, they
have spent a large amount of their own money in having surveys carried out, to try to avoid the tree being
felled, as well as having to pay the not insubstantial sum required to pay for its removal. It should also be
pointed out that their insurers would no longer cover them against any damage or injury caused by the tree
falling down, or a branch breaking off. AVDC should perhaps have policed the development better than they
did, and ensured that an area 7.5 metres from the trunk was fenced off, and that no tree roots within this area
were touched: however, to quote from one of the survey veports “Evidence suggests that no protection
measures were implemented by the developer or enforced by Aylesbury Vale District Council”.

Peter Shorrock
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Eiet The Whole Job Done

No more juggling workmen...
| can do the lot (and juggle too!)

Kitchens, Bathrooms, Floors,
Doors, Shelves, Tiling, Fitted
wardrobes, Plumbing,
Maintenance, Small Building Work.

Anything considered.
Just ask for a free estimate call

Chris Dowell
(01525) 270701

- |
Please note Chris Dowell’s new number 01525 270830

Bl&®min
Marvellous

Plants

Winslow

Beautiful plants for discerning gardeners
Wide range of unusual € well known plants.
Seeds, bulbs, compost, pots, friendly advice.
Open Weds to Sat 9-5, Sunday 10-4,
March to end Sept. Winter by apptmt.

300m outside Winslow, on the road

towards Aylesbury.
Call Alexia on 07963 747305
www.bmplants.co.uk

DO YOU VISIT FRANCE or SPAIN?

WOULD YOU LIKE TO IMPROVE
YOUR LANGUAGE SKILLS?

French or Spanish
lessons

Customised Classes available
at a venue of your choice

Phone (01525) 221413

Il

ITG Motor Engineers
Aston Abbotts
For all servicing, repairs
(and the odd sales) of
cars, vans & motorcycles.
All MOT work undertaken

(I can also take your vehicle for an MOT too)

Free collection &

delivery
within 10 miles of Aston Abbotts
m friendly, reliable & conscientious
and

have 30 years experience in the trade

and
I don’t charge extortionate rates.

Please give me a try,
call Richard Upton, on
0776 966 8672
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ASTON ABBOTTS AND CUBLINGTON LADIES CLUB

The talk at the September meeting of the Ladies Club was entitled A Secret War in Bedfordshire. This may well not
have sounded particularly exciting to many people but the speaker Jean Yates made it so very interesting. She had
interviewed many focal people for their memories of the war and it scemed that they hadn't had a real opportunity to
tell their stories to anyone. Some very surprising details came out that even Jean, a researcher and author, had not
heard before and she spent the afternoon sharing some of the stories with us.

It seemed that Bedfordshire was the spy capital of Great Britain and the AS linking London and Birmingham with the
telephone lines running alongside made communication easier. In various places, particularly on Dunstable Downs,
nissan huts were built and covered with hay to look like a haystack. One we hear was used as a radar station and one
as a meteorological office so that weather reports could be given to our pilots before taking off.

Bletchley Park of course was where messages were decoded and we know the Germans were very clever at decoding
our messages so a system called "one pad" was used which was basically changing the code everyday. That would
have confused them! At a printers in Woburn a lot of "black" propaganda was prepared such as German newspapers
printed with false stories and dropped over Germany and probably the piece de resistance was when they copied
German ration books and dropped those over Germany also. The poor civilians would have thought all their birthdays
had come at once but then the shops would have run out of food.

At the October meeting Edwin Rye, who was BBC2 Gardener of the Year i 2002, came to talk about "Colour in the
Garden”. Sadly I didn't hear this talk as I was a few hundred feet above the ground in a hot air balloon over
Oxfordshire. However, having heard his talk on how he became BBC2 Gardener of the Year and another when he
tallked about David Austin roses, I know it wounld have been a super afternoon. The ladies tell me it was and he had
also brought a lot of plants that he had grown himself to sell. All money raised goes to an African charity that he
supports as did his fee for coming.

The next meeting of the Ladies Club will be the A.G.M. on 10th November and in December we will have our Carol
Service on 15th.

If any of the above sounds interesting please come along and join us. We meet in the Aston Abbotts Church Room at
2pm and after we have heard from our speaker there is always a cup of tea and
cakes. April Curnow

Community News

Avlesbury Parking — AVDC have again this year made parking free for the run up to Christmas (yes there are only 50
days to go!!!) in their Aylesbury car parks each Thursday from 17% November 4.30pm onwards. Please note this does
not include the Friars Square car park.

Queens Diamond Jubilee — there are moves afoot for the village to be doing something for this event, there is still
much discussion to be had around who does the organising, possible grant funding and perbaps more importantly —
what to do! The Parish Council will be discussing this at their next meeting on 7 December. Perhaps interested
parties would like to come along with ideas for what to do and how to go about doing it?

Village Plan — in case anyone is sitting anxiously awaiting the results of the questionnaire circulated round the village
mid-July, Councillor Perkins has promised the findings for an article in the next Chronicle. He says a good number of
people replied and that the results will be quite revealing!!!!

Neighbourhood Plan — sorry, we know you have been bombarded with paperwork lately, blame AVDC and the
government. The NP is not to be confused with the VP, Peter Shorrock wrote an excellent article in last month’s
Chronicle explaining the difference — the main thing is that both documents are very important for Aston Abbotts
future. We have had quite a good response on this NP questionnaire circulated early October but we fear that people
feel overwhelmed with all these questions. We would love some more responses, but please be quick and if you need
another copy it is on the website or drop by 12 The Green.

Faye Godleman, Community Safety Project Officer, has written an articie on Keeping safe this winter. Keeping
your home safe - A dark house at this time of the year is a sure sign that there’s no one at home. You cau fool a burglar
by having a light on a timer switch that comes on whev it gets dark. In the event your property is stolen, marking your
belongings with a UV pen helps identify them. Keeping yourself safe -Thieves love Christmas. The crowded shops

are a magnet for pick pockets. You can protect your purse by attaching a cat bell to. These and many more great ideas
are included in the article published on the AA website.

Alice Fisher, Democratic Services Officer, AVDIC has set up a “News for the Parishes” bulletin covering many
subjects like local Wildflower Meadows, Sky Ride Local Programme of Bike Rides and North Bucks Swift and Bat
Project — see the link on the AA website.

PCSO Paula Boston, Wing North Neighbourhood Team has produced the October Wing North Newsletter, her
newsletter can be found on the AA website.

Services, more will be published over the next couple of Community News about the changes proposed by a
combination of mostly savings being made by AVDC and/or Bucks CC as changes to street cleaning and grass cutting
services affect AA, the stoppage of the bulk waste pick-up from the green and the lights being turned off at the
crossroads!

Waterside Theatre are extremely pleased that in their first year they have exceeded expectations and sold over
200,000 tickets!

School transport — we have been asked to bring to parents’ attention the proposed changes to the transport to our
senior schools. Transfer September 2013 entrants in particular are affected. Bob Carvey
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Parrott{Coales.-

SOLICITORS

A traditional
modern value

Superior service and excellent legal support
Aylesbury’s premier law firm, providing services in:

» Business Services e Commercial s Property
* Employment ¢ Private Client e Family
» Notarial Services e Personal Injury

For a free, no obligation discussion and quote, or for all legal queries:
Please call us on 01296 318500 or e-mail us at law@ParrottandCoalesLLP.co.uk

orongs

Community
Lega! Sarvice

Mooy | 1
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MOBILE LIBRARY SERVICE

The Mobile Library stops on The Green every
other Tuesday between 10.30 and 10.45

8th & 22nd November

For more information about Neighbourhood
Watch or Community Watch contact your local
Watch Office on:

0845 8 505 505

the single non-emergengy number for Thames Valley Police

or log on to the website at
www.tvpcommunitymessaging.org
Thames Valt

‘ CRIME SRR
J Latl anommously with informatzon s crme

THAMES VALLEY

POLICE

CHURCH ROOM
Bookings

£6 per hour for residents
(plus metered electricity)

£20 per hour for non residents
(plus metered electricity - a returnable
deposit of £50 at the time of booking
is required)

Please note that an additional hour over and
above the period of the event must be
booked to cover setting up and clearing away.

Weddings and Christenings -
a fixed charge of £50.

Please contact Tracy Hinds on

if you wish to book
688479

November 2011

YOUR

PARISH COUNCIL

Peter Shorrock (Chairman)
Oak Farm House — 681260

Paul Bruton (Parish Clerk)
51 The Green — 682322

Colin Higgs (Vice Chairman)
6 Wingrave Road — 681343

Richard Clarke
Maplewood, The Green — 681007

Judy Hardcastle
Marloes, Lines Hill - 688070

Kate Curry
2 Norduck Cottages, Moat Lane — 681137

James Perkins (co-opted) - 07882 980415

Bob Carvey
12 The Green - 681053

District Councillor
Peter Cooper
Brewhouse L.ane, Rowsham — 681250

County Councillor
Netta Glover - 688357

Parochial Church Council

Rev. Philip Derbyshire 01525 240287
Caroline Abel Smith 681001 — Churchwarden
April Curnow 681459 - Churchwarden

Colin Higgs 681343 - Deputy Churchwarden
Shirley Ford 681865

Andy Bystra 681690

Ann Goodman 681763

Anita Parker 681325

Gordon Kemp 681763

Caroline Lane 681373 — Secretary

100 Club Winners for
October

£50 Kirsty Peacock
£10 Teri Moult

The Chronicle




WELCOME TO ESPANOL
VILLA

A TOP QUALITY PRIVATELY OWNED
HOUSE AVAILABLE FOR HOLIDAY RENTAL
IN THE BEAUTIFUL COSTA CALIDA
REGION OF MURCIA, SOUTH-EASTERN
SPAIN

320 days of sunshine per year

The property "Cornamusa" is a modern fully furnished 3 bedroom house just
50m from the sandy beaches of Los Alcazeres.

The Costa Calida (warm coast) nestles in the South eastern corner of Spain -
the 'real Spain'. It's an area of long sandy beaches (the one at Alcazeres is
over 5km), promenades and traditional fowns and villages popular with the
Spanish and the British.

The coast here is dotted with national parks, nature reserves and there's
heaps of shopping, culture, golf courses, sports, and spas

The Cornamusa beach house sleeps up to 7, air conditioning, luxury furnishings, fully
fitted kitchen, balcony on main bedroom. Everything you need for a fantastic
holiday. It's just a 10 minute transfer. Direct low cost flights from Luton Airport
to Murcia San Javier with Ryan Air.

Prices range from £260 - £350 per week

for more information visit our website
at.espanolvilla.com

01296 670388 Andi or Becky Swain
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Wingrave

Wingrave Pre-School offers sessional
care for 2-5 year olds.

Flowers for all Occasions

Children'’s tearning is promoted in a
friendly and fun atmosphere.

| am an experienced city and guiid trained florist and can make
and deliver professionally designed bouquets, arrangements,
table decorations or funeral flowers

New Premises:
Wingrave Pre-School, Twelve Leys,
Wingrave, HP22 4QG

Prices range from £5 for a child's gift posy, table decoration from
£10, hand tied bouquets from £20 and funeral flowers from £30.

Contact: Kelly Targell — Pre-school
Leader 01286 682217

Or

Sandy Roost — Chair 07932 121317

1 am based in Aston Abbotts and will deliver your chosen design, |
free of charge, to any address within a 5 mile radius of the
village. | can also deliver cutside this area for a reasonable

Session times:
charge.

Morning sessions: daily, 9am - noon
Afternoon sessions: Tuesday and
Wednesday, noon - 3pm, or 1pm - 3pm
Lunch club: daily, noon - 1pm Please telephone Jayne for further details or email to receive a
selection of sampie photographs.

Government-funded voucher scheme

for 3-4 year olds Telephone 01296 631066
. 07952 !
Qualified staff — key worker appointed 255639 ;
to each child. o . '
y E-mail iakingi@hotmail.co.uk
-....'....O....‘......‘..' ;‘“'

Your local butcher for all your farm fresh needs:
v Poultry
v Home Cooked Hams
v’ Sausages
v’ Pies
v’ Preserves

v’ Fruit & Veg

v Home Produced Beef
and Lamb

Order now from the family butcher. Established since 1914

PARROTT BROS

Butchers and Farmers, Beechmoor Farm, Cublington Road,
Whitchurch, Aylesbury, Bucks. HP22 4L.G Tel: 01296 641207

" " " " " e e e e e e e e e
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Unisex Hair and Beauty Salon
Appointments On 01296 681 282 or 0776 665 6411

Now offering Beauty Treatments at our

HAIR STYLING
and COLOUR BEAUTYTREATMENTS
CUT & FINISH ,WET CUT, VERTICAL SUNBED
BLOWDRY, BASIC HAIR UP, COUTURE SPRAYTAN
SHAMPOO & SET. MAKE-UP
MASSAGE
FULLAND HALF HEAD COLOUR ACRYLIC NAIL ENHANCEMENTS
CAP HI LITES ,FULL HEAD TINT, WAXING
RE-GROWTHTINT, FACIALS
FULL and HALF HEAD HI LITES, EYEBROWAND EYELASH
HAIR EXTENSIONS
BRIDAL SERVICES
HAIR and MAKE-UP
MANICURES AND INCLUDING TRIAL BEFORE AND ON
PEDICURES WEDDING

MANOR FARM COURTYARD
ROWSHAM
AYLESBURY HP22 4QP

/
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WINGRAVE POST OFFICE AND STORES

21 Winslow Road, Wingrave
tel: SHOP 681696 POST OFFICE 682964
fresh food available to order:
Fruit and Vegetables - order by Wednesday, collect on Friday/Saturday

Bread baked fresh daily - Large White Split Tin, Small White Farmhouse, Large and
Small Wholemeal, French Sticks and Baguettes

Pastries on Saturday and Sunday - Croissants, Pain au Chocolat. Pain au Raisin

PLACE YOUR ORDERS NOW!

WINTER DRAWS ON!

Yes, the old ones are the best! But if the old joke helps to draw your attention to help for local
older people, then it has worked.

We all know that a long, cold winter can have a devastating effect on older people. Remember
last year when we were snowed in? Some people could not get to the shops for food and
supplies, and many older people were scared to turn their heaters on much for fear of the big

utility bills that they knew would come along later.

How can we prepare for this winter? If you are a neighbour to an older resident, regularly
checking that they have supplies in would be a great help. Make sure you have exchanged phone
numbers so you can keep in regular contact. Perhaps heat up food if they are off-colour or find it

a struggle.

Older People can contact Age UK Bucks for help in many ways. Checking welfare benefits
entitlements, advocacy squort when a problem arises that you can’t sort out, or wanting a
befriender to visit during long, lonely winter days. Our Information & Advice service has a
wealth of expert information at their fingertips.

Extra support at home can be provided by Handymen, Neat Feet toe nail cutting service, Clean
Up home cleaning & laundry, One2one Computer lessons in your home, Gardening, Seamless
Relocation, MobileHairdressing, Theralpeutic Massage of shoulders, hands, feet. Also Age UK
Bucks can arrange stairlifts, personal alarms, bath lifts, assistive furniture and much more.

Ring 01296 431911. Our staff are very helpful and friendly and
all information is treated confidentially.

Age UK Buckinghamshire
145 Meadowcroft
AYLESBURY, Bucks HP19 9HH

?,Q Buckinghamshire
ageuk

I was sat in a restaurant and got hit on the back of the head by a prawn cocktail.
I looked round and this bloke shouts, 'That's just for starters!'
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WNinter is Warmer
a4 The Unicovn

Our Christmas menus are on The Unicorn website so you
can plan your personal, corporate or club festive dining. But \
before we all get caught up in the festive season, the log fires
are dlready blazing and we have some special events lined up
at The Unicorn in November for you to enjoy. There are two

nights especially for the Ladies (spot them below)!

We look forward to welcoming you
whenever you visit The Unicorn.

Wiat's on in November

Wednesday 2nd - Girls Night in — 7.30pm

Monday 7th Quiz - 8pm

Sunday 13th Come Dine with Me -
Pippa Naylor and team — 7.30pm

Monday 14th Quiz

Tuesday I5th Folk Music with Halfway
House — 8pm

Saturday 19th Band: Lesley and The Speakers
Monday 21ist Quiz

Thursday 24th TUGS - last Golf Society meeting of
2011 at Whipsnade Park GC

24th Cocktail Night — with guest ‘Mixer’ Tom
Palfreeman - 7.30pm

Friday 25th Dinner and Jazz with
Anything Goes — 8pm
Sunday 27th Come Dine with Me -

Carrie Yates and team — 7.30pm
Monday 28th Quiz

See The Unicorn web site for full details — why not
join us on Facebook?

Mee ')’

(Y

THE

UNICORN
at Cublington

Aoatf cinning puh & sestaserant!
PLUS enjoy Hrese Unicorn Regulars:

Shop now open for milk, butter and other
essentials. Pre-orders required for freshly
prepared produce. pr—

Coffee & Homemade cake
Every morning from 10.30am

Monday Night is Quiz night
The Unicorn Quiz 8pm - 10pm
Why not bring a team?

Free drink for winning team and

the great accumulating jackpot!!

Saturday Breakfasts -
Full English served 9am - | [am

Sundays

Best of British Roasts

12pm -3pm Booking advised
Bar Snacks

available throughout the day!

Hold your business meetings
in our Club Room

FREE WiFi internet access!
Ask for details

01296 681261

%w@% AAM;AL m/oimM !/

The Unicomn, High Street, Cublington, Bucks, LU7 OLQ

Please see web site for full details www.theunicornpub.co.uk
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St James Church

The Church is OPEN during daylight hours each year from Mareh vntil Getober

6th November - Evensong 6pm - Rev. Philip Derbyshire
13th November - Remembrance Service 10.45am - Rev. Peter Binns
20th November - Communion 10.15am - Rev. Philip Derbyshire
27th November - Communion 10.30am - Rev. Roger Hale

"Remember, remember...." so the old rhyme goes. Certainly November is a month of remembering.
The 1st is All Saints Day when the church has traditionally remembered the great heroes and martyrs
of history. The next day is All Souls when we remember all 'ordinary' Christians who have died -- a
peculiar kind of 'class structure' there I think!

But of course, the old rhyme refers particularly to November 5th , when we recall the Gunpowder
Plot by Guy Fawkes and others in 1605 -- except we don't any more -~ it's just Bonfire Night like
Shrove Tuesday is Pancake Day -- the slippery slope to not remembering at all? The one festival/
ceremony which has actually revived and been revitalised of late is Remembrance Day, recalled on
November 11th itself but fully commemorated in churches and at war memorials around the world
on the second Sunday of the month. This revival of course is because of the large number of
conflicts we have been involved with recently, from the Falklands to the ongoing war against the
Taliban and Al-Quaida in Afghanistan.

The month ends on a more upbeat note as we begin the season of Advent and the countdown to
Christmas (although some supermarkets started that around August 28th , with mince pies with 'use
by' dates of 11th Octoberl!).

Whatever you remember this month -- happy or sad -- take care and God Bless. Philip

1t was reported that the Race Night, held on 23rd September raised approx £250; this has now been revised to £513.
Congratulations to all involved. £d

LINK ROMANIA FAMILY SHOEBOX APPEAL

Once again, I’m asking for people to fill shoe boxes for needy families in Romania, Moldova, Albania, Bulgaria and

the Ukraine.

f know that many people in the UK have been having a difficult time financially and sometimes it’s not always

possible to support charities. However, when vou see the smiles, when the recipients open their boxes, for such

everyday items for all the family, you know it has been worthwhile. Should you wish to take part, please contaci me,
Shiriey Ford on 681865

fdeas for filling your Family Shoeboxes
Because our boxes are for families we ask that you fill them

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY SERVICE [

10.45am with gifts appropriate for all age groups.
13th November Personal grooming items Toothbrushes and toothpaste
Shampoo/shower gel (max 250ml) Deodorant Safety razors
S aes C Bar of soap and flannel Nail clippers/scissors Brush/comb
CHURCH DUTIES Fan stuff Crayons and felt tips Colouring books Travel-
: sized games, such as dominoes, draughts and playing cars
Cleaners Flowers Small toys, such as yoyo’s, skipping ropes, bouncy balls,
5thNov Colin Colin puzzles, balloons Teddies/dolls/soft toys including handmade
Caroline L knitted toys
12th Ann Remembrance || freats Sweets Chocolate Hair accessories
Gordon
19th Shirley Remembrance |1 School items Solar powered calculators Pens and pencils
o ' Pencil rubbers and sharpeners
Andrew
26th Anita No flowers in Family essentials Plasters Small sewing kits Screwdriver/
April Advent tape measure New socks/tights (loves/hats/scarves
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The Aston Abbotts Telephone List

100 Club

630 Club

AVDC

Baby& Toddlers Group
Bingo

Book Club

Bus Enquiries

Buses

Chronicle Advertising
Chronicle Distribution
Chronicle Editorial
Church Mowing Rota
Church Room Hire
Citizens Advice
Bucks County Council
County Councitior
Dial-A-Ride

District Councillor
Doctor

Fete Coordinator
GNOMES.
Hospital

Ladies Club

Member of Parliament
Milkman

Mobile Library

NHS Direct

Parish Clerk

Parish Councit Leader
Police

Police

Palice

Railways

Ramblers Club
Rector

Refuse Collection
Royal British Legion
Royal Oak

RSPCA

Scouts

Whist

Wingrave Pre School
Wingrave Post Office
Wingrave Post Office
Wingrave School

Colin Higgs
Andy Bystra
Switchboard
Kim Gayler
Pam Dixon
Sheila Humpreys
John Hardcastle
Travel line
L&S

Phit Corrigan
Andy Bystra
John Hardcastle
Gordon Kemp
Tracy Hinds
Aylesbury
Switchboard
Netta Glover

Peter Cooper

(emergency out of hours)

TBA

Carol Spooner
Stoke Mandeville
Shirley Ford

John Bercow MP
Ron Miller Dairies
Buckingham

24 hr Advice Line
Paul Bruton

Peter Shorrock
Emergencies
Non-Emergency
Wing Police Station
Chiltemn Railways
Colin Higgs

Rev Philip Derbyshire
Enquiries

Alan Jones

Teri & Gary Moult
Enquiries

Nikki Reeve

Colin Higgs

Paul Weston

PO Only

Stores

Office

please advise of any errors or omissions

681343
681690
585858
681123
681626
681649
688070
0870 6082608
415468
688191
681690
688070
681763
688479
0870 1264056
395000
688357
330088
681250
33151

681544
315000
681865
714240
482838
01280 813229
0845 4647
682322
681260
899 or 112
0845 8505505
396163/4
0870 5165165
681343
01525 240287
585510
682366
681262
08705 555999
681372
681343
681127
682964
681696
681436

The Chronicle

Advertising rates per annum

FULL PAGE Back £100
Inside £80
HALF PAGE Inside £40
QUARTER PAGE Inside £25
ONE OFFS Full £20
Half £15
Quarter £10

Seasonal and short term ads are also
accepted at these rates

Send copy and cheque payable to
“The Chronicle’ to
Phil Corrigan
5, Nash’s Farm, Aston Abbotts, Bucks
01296 688191
corriganpc(@aol.com
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This maze is hard ! Can you make it to the end?

Start,

WHIST
Our Whist Drives have been going for over 70 years, but due to old age and many
have passed away, our numbers have dropped. We are desperate for new members.
So if you cannot play and would like to learn come along on the 10th November
7.30pm at the Church Room. Colin Higgs

DRIVE

November 2011
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What’s On In November

Tuesday 1st PCC Meeting 7.30pm Church Room
Thursday 3rd Coffee Shop 10-12noon Church Room
Bingo 7.30pm Church Room Addr €SS
Friday 4th Bonfire/Fireworks 6pm The Rec Please note that all
Sunday 6th Ramblers 2pm Caldecote (MK) submissions for the
Evensong 6pm St James Church Chronicle should be sent to
Tuesday 8th Mobile Library 10.30am The Green John Hardcastle
Thursday 10th  Coffee Shop 10-12noon Church Room . .
’ Ladies Clull))2.15pm Church Room Marloes, Lines Hill
Whist Drive 7.30pm Church Room 01296 688070
Saturday 12th British Legion Coffee Morning Church Room
Musical Evening 8pm St James Church Email submissions to:
Sunday 13th Remembrance Service 10.45am St James Church editor@aachronicle.co.uk
Tuesday 15th Refuse Freighter 12-3.30pm  The Green
Thursday 17th Coffee Shop 10-12noon Church Room Please don't forget to tell us of any
Sunday 19th British Legion Bingo 7.30pm  Church Room events that you would like included
Tuesday 22nd Movbile Library 10.30am The Green in the What's On list
Thursday 24th Coffee Shop 10-12noon Church Room
Whist Drive 7.30pm Church Room .
Saturday 27th  Village Footpath Walk 2pm  The Green Classified
Thursday 1st Dec Coffee Shop 10-12noon Church Room CLASSIFIED ADS ARE
ACTION MEDICAL RESEARCH CHRISTMAS BAZAAR FREE in The Chronicle
Over 50 exciting and different stalls including jewellery, seasonal food, Phone us gfe(:rlljjgf 688191

presents for men, beauty products, stocking fillers, gifts for teenagers,
kitchen products, silver, silk flowers, books, cashmere, clothes and much
more.

Waddesdon Plant Centre Queens Street ~ Waddesdon

editor@aachronicle.co.uk

10th November 2011 10:30AM to 2:00PM
Entry £5.00 — all proceeds to Action Medical Research 630 Club - meets
every Saturday in
MOBILE LIBRARY 8th & 22nd | Almost new Double Ikea Bed | | the Royal Oak at
November 10.30am The Green | for sale - £150. Tel no. 682004 | | 6-30 pm. New
members very
welcome. Contact
MOBILE LIBRARY | | FISH & CHIP VAN | | Andy Bystra ifyou
need an
cvery Wednesday on introduction.
“USE IT’ don’t ‘LOOSE IT’ The Green 9pm approx
GNOMES (Gitls
Field available to rent - approx 4 acres with shelter, water and generator. Night Out Men
Contact Jackie 681182 Excluded Sorry)

meet, usually in the
Royal Oak, every

BONFIRE & FIREWORKS

Tuesday 8 pm
Sth SOVEMBER G€pm on the REC onwards - all Ladies
— ‘ very welcome -
GNOMES
"They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old: specialises in
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. intelligent

conversation over a

At the going down of the sun and in the morning
glass of something.

We will remember them."
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FLACKWELL ELECTRONICS

OF CHURCH FARM ASTON ABBOTTS

- PLASMA
- LCD

- DVD

- HDTV

+ REPAIRS +

NEW AND
USED SALES

Lewss

JOB VACANCY
Air Hostess Required

LewisAir of Church Farm have an immediate vacancy for an air
hostess. Principal duties will include: correct runway
identification, filling the plane with the correct fuel, serving
champagne to the pilot.

01296 682126

This position would suit a slim attractive young person looking
for a challenging hands-on role.

e A working knowledge of the Spanish language will be
required.

e Familiarity with foreign customs procedures would be an
advantage

e A passable grasp of the English language is always going
to be useful, innit?

The successful applicant will enjoy many staff benefits including
unlimited Baileys and coffee, a smart company uniform designed
by V. Secret, and guaranteed swift automatic membership of the
LewisAir mile-high club.

Interested parties should in the first instance apply in writing to _
D. Lewis. Please include a recent picture of your tattoos. A\

| FLACKWELL ELECTRONICS — PURVEYORS OF PLASMA SCREENS TO THE GENTRY
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